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CITY OF MOLENA — NEW CHARTER /92&%
No. 1346 (House Bill No. 1908).
AN ACT

To amend, consolidate and supersede the several Acts of the
General Assembly of the State of Georgia pertaining to the City of
Molena in the County of Pike; to provide a new charter therefor; to
organize the municipal government thereof; to prescribe the corpo-
rate limits; to provide for a mayor and council of the city and their
function, authority, powers, duties, qualifications and election; to
provide the power of veto and the manner of overriding the same; to
prescribe the corporate powers and authority; to regulate the
appointment, qualifications, duties, authority and compensation of
the officers and employees of the city; to provide for the authority of
the mayor and council over said officers and employees; to create
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certain boards, commissions and depgtmetts and provide for the

. . pe——— . o po .
creation and regulatlof'x’of.o'thers; to prescribe the qualifications of
electors and voters, and the manner of holding elections in the city; to
provide for the registration of voters; to prescribe the qualifications of
candidates for municipal elections; to establish a police court and
provide for appointment of a recorder as presiding officer thereof; to
establish the jurisdiction, powers and duties of the recorder; to
prescribe procedures for the annexation of territory and the rights of
residents in territory proposed to be annexed; to provide for public
works and local improvements, and the levy of assessments therefor;
to authorize borrowing; to regulate appropriations and expenditures,;
to provide for ad valorem taxation; to provide for the taxing of
occupations and other privileges; to prescribe the manner of collec-
tion of unpaid taxes and assessments; to prescribe the effect of this
Act upon present officers of the city; to provide for the preservation of
existing ordinances and laws not inconsistent with this Act, and the
L. / .. R
repeal of conflicting laws, and that the provisions of this Act are
severable; to prescribe punishments for the violation of this Act, and
for the violation of ordinances and regulations enacted pursuant
thereto; to repeal an Act creating a new charter for the City of Molena
in the County of Pike, approved August 23, 1905 (Ga. Laws 1905, p.
1018), as amended; to repeal certain other Acts affecting said city; to
repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia:

ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1.1. Incorporation: Name, Style and Designa-
tion. The City of Molena, in Pike County, heretofore made a body
politic and corporate by Acts of the General Assembly of said State
shall continue a body politic and corporate, known by the corporate
name of the “City of Molena”, hereinafter also referred to as “the
city”.

Section 1.2. City's Powers as Body Politic and Corpo-
rate. As a body politic and corporate, the city shall have power to
govern itself and its inhabitants by such ordinances, resolutions,
rules, regulations and bylaws for municipal purposes as may be
-adopted and promulgated under the terms and provisions of this
charter, not in conflict with the Constitution or laws of this State, or
of the United States, with power in and by its corporate name to sue
and be sued, plead and be impleaded in all courts, have and use a
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corporate seal, buy, hold, exchange, sell and convey property, make
all necessary and lawful contracts, transact all of its business, and do
all other things necessary to promote the municipal corporate pur-
poses of said city. Said corporation, through its mayor and council-
men, shall have all of the powers and privileges incident to municipal
corporations under the laws of the State, and all other powers
necessary and proper to make, regulate, maintain and preserve a
proper and legal government for said city.

Section 1.3. Corporate Limits Designated. The corporate
limits of said city shall be a circle extending for a radius of three-
fourths of one mile from the intersection of the centerlines of Georgia

State Routes 109 and 18.

Section 1.4. Conveyance of Property Sold Under Pro-
cess of City. Whenever any real property is sold under any process
of the city, the officer making the sale shall have the power and
authority to convey the same by proper conveyance to the purchaser,
but all such property that may be sold under execution for city taxes
shall be subject to redemption, within the period allowed by law, of
property sold under execution for State and county taxes.

Section 1.56. Interest in Contracts, Purchases, Sales
Prohibited. Neither the mayor, nor any member of the council, nor
any city officer, shall be interested, directly or indirectly, in any
contract made with the city, or receive any profit or emolument for
any purchase or sale of material or other articles paid out of the public
revenue, or for which the city becomes responsible.

ARTICLE II. MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Section 2.1. Mayor, Five Councilmen, Elective Officers
of the City. The elective officers of the city shall consist of a mayor
and five (5) councilmen, who at the time of their election, must be
qualified and registered voters of said city. The mayor and council-
men now in office shall serve out the remainder of their terms after
the adoption of this charter, and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The five offices of councilmen shall be designated as
Post 1, Post 2,Post 3,Post 4,and Post 5. Any person desiring to offer
as candidate for councilman shall designate the post for which he is
offering for election.
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Section 2.2. Terms of Councilmen. Each councilman shall be
elected for a term of two (2) years, said election to be held on the first

XMonday in November immediately preceding the expiration of his

term of office and shall take office on the first Monday in January of
the year following the election.

Section 2.3. Term of Mayor. The present mayor shall
conclude the term of his office. Any person elected mayor shall serve
a two (2) year term of office. The election of mayor shall be on the
first Monday in November immediately preceding the expiration of
his term of office and the newly elected mayor shall take office on the
first Monday in January of the year following the election.

Section 2.4. Residence Requirements: Effect of Change
of Residence. Should a councilman or the mayor remove his resi-
dence from the city, such removal shall effect an automatic vacancy in
the office held by the person so moving to be filled as provided in
Sections 2.5 and 2.6, whichever is applicable.

Section 2.5. Vacancy in Office of Mayor. In the event the
office of the mayor shall become vacant by death, resignation,
removal or otherwise, the mayor pro tem shall act as mayor during the
balance of said term and exercise all the rights and powers of the
mayor during said term; provided, that at the time of such vacancy,
there shall be not more than six (6) months before the expiration of
said mayor’s term of office. If said unexpired term is longer than six
(6) months from the date of such vacancy, the council shall, within
fifteen (15) days after such vacancy occurs, order a new election,
which shall be held and managed in the same manner as hereinafter
provided for city elections, and at which special election a successor
for the unexpired term caused by said vacancy shall be elected.

Section 2.6. Vacancy in Council. A vacancy occurring among
the members of council shall be filled for the unexpired term at an
election by the mayor and remaining members of council; provided, at
the time of such vacancy there shall be not more than six (6) months
before the expiration of said councilman’s term of office. If said
unexpired term is longer than six (6) months from the date of such
vacancy, the council shall, within fifteen (15) days after such vacancy
occurs, order a new election, which shall be held and managed in the
same manner as hereinafter provided for city elections and at which
special election a successor for the unexpired term caused by said
vacancy shall be elected.



RESOLUTION NO.2018~

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
STATE OF GEORGIA TO APPROVE AMENDMENTS TO THE CITYS
CHARTER; TO DIRECT THE CITY CLERK TO PROVIDE CERTAIN NOTICE
OF SAME; TO PROVIDE AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the City of Molena (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the City requests the General Assembly to allow certain changes
as specified herein to its City Charter;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED:

i, Incorporation of Preamble. Thé preamble is incorporated herein as
fully set forth above. -

2 Requests of the Georgia General Assembly. The Mayor and
Council hereby request that the Pike County Delegation representing the City of
Molena and the Georgia General Assembly approve the following amendments to the
City’s Charter:

A. To amend Section 2.8 of the Molena Charter by striking the existing
language and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

The mayor shall receive a salary not exceeding ten thousand dollars
($10,000.00) per year as the council may fix by ordinance or resolution;
provided, however, that any salary so designated for a mayor shall not
be effective during the term of office of the mayor then in office.

B. To amend Section 2.9 of the Molena Charter by striking the existing
language and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Each councilperson shall receive a salary not exceeding five thousand
dollars ($5,000.00) per year as the council may fix by ordinance or
resolution; provided, however, that any salary so designated for
councilpersons shall not be effective during the term of office of the
councilpersons then in office. -

{Doc: 02100148.DOCX}



3. Notification. The Mayor and City Council now direct the City Clerk to
file the requisite notice in the legal organ of Pike County.

4, Authorization For City Clerk and City Attorney To Prepare
Documents. The City Clerk and City Attorney are authorized to prepare any and
all documents necessary to effectuate this Resolution.

5. Effective Date. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

6. Repeal of Inconsistent Provisions. All resolutions are hereby
repealed to the extent they are inconsistent herewith.

THIS RESOLUTION adopted this 1.3 day of November, 2018,

CITY QF MOLENA, GEORGIA

Attest:
_’lfausha_Gmse,_Cij_Clerk_
(CITY SEAL)

RESOLUTION AMENDING CITY CHARTER TO INCREASE SALARY OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL
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Section 2.7. Oath of Office. The mayor and council shall,
before entering upon the discharge of their duties, each take and
subscribe before some officer authorized by law to administer same,
the following oath:

“I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully and uprightly demean
myself as mayor (or member of council) of the City of Molena during
my continuance in office; that I will to the utmost of my skill and
ability promote the interest and prosperity of said city; that I will not
wilfully and knowingly use or be the cause of using tyrannical means
towards any citizen or portions of the citizens thereof, so help me

God.”

Section 2.8. Salary of Mayor. The mayor shall receive a
salary not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per year, as the
council may fix by ordinance or resolution; provided, however, that
any salary so designated for a mayor shall not be effective durlng the
term of office of the mayor then in office.

Section 2.9. Salaries of Councilmen. Each councilman shall
receive a salary not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) per year,
as the council may fix by ordinance or resolution; provided, however,
that any salaries so designated for councilmen shall not be effective
during the term of office of the councilmen then in office.

Section 2.10. Mayor and Council Constituted Governing
Body of City. The mayor and council shall constitute the legislative
and governing body of the city, and shall enact all ordinances and
resolutions, and adopt all regulations with all the power and authority
granted by this charter.

Section 2.11. Appointment, Authority of Mayor Pro
Tem. The council shall appoint a mayor pro tem from the members of
the council who shall in the absence of the mayor have all the power
vested in the mayor by this charter.

Section 2.12. Meetings: Quorum Fixed. The mayor and
council shall meet once each month at such place as fixed by them by
resolution or ordinance. The mayor may call special meetings of the
council at any time deemed advisable by him. Three (3) members
shall constitute a quorum. .
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Section 2.13. Duty, Authority of Mayor to Convene
Council. The mayor shall convene the council when so requested, in
writing, by a majority of the members thereof, or when it seems to be
important to the welfare of the city; provided, however, that in the
event the mayor refuses to convene the council when requested to do
so as provided above, the council shall have the power and authority
upon direction of an absolute majority thereof to call itself into

session.

Section 2.14. Mayor as Presiding Officer of Council. The
mayor of the city shall be the presiding officer of the council and cast
the deciding vote in case of a tie.

Section 2.15. Meetings to be Public: Exception. All
meetings of the mayor and council shall be in public, except such
executive sessions as may be provided by ordinance.

Section 2.16. Rules and Order of Business. The mayor and
council shall have the power to establish its own parliamentary rules
and order of business.

Section 2.17. Minutes of Proceedings to be Kept. The
mayor and council shall keep minutes of its proceedings in a special
minute book kept for that purpose.

Section 2.18. Access to Minutes, Records of Meetings.
Any citizen shall have access to the minutes and records of meetings
of the mayor and council at all reasonable times, at the office of the
city clerk.

Section 2.19. Approval of Ordinances by Mayor: Effect
of Lack of Approval. All ordinances adopted by the mayor and
council shall be signed and approved by the mayor, but any ordinance
shall become law without the signature of the mayor unless the mayor
within four (4) days after its enactment shall deliver to the city clerk
his written veto thereof.

Section 2.20. Veto Power of Mayor. The mayor shall have
the veto power and may veto any ordinance or resolution of the
council, in which event the same shall not become a law unless
subsequently passed over his veto by the veto of at least four (4)
councilmen on a yea and nay vote, duly recorded on the minutes of
the council; but unless the mayor shall file in writing with the city
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clerk his veto of any measure passed by that body with reasons which
impel him to withhold his assent within four (4) days of its passage,
the same shall become a law just as if approved and signed by the

mayor-
ARTICLE IIl. CITY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

Section 3.1. Designation, Term Generally. At the first
regular meeting of the mayor and council after its qualification, or as
goon thereafteraspracticable, the following municipal officers of the
city shall be elected by the mayor and council and shall hold their
office for a term of one (1) year and until their successors are elected
andqualified, towit: An attorney, aclerk of council, a city treasurer, a
police force, and such other officers, heads of departments and their
assistants as are deemed necessary and appropriate; provided, how-
ever, that the offices of clerk of council and city treasurer can be com-
bined and filled by one person. Elections hereunder for said officers
shall be held at the first meeting of the mayor and council after their
qualification, or as soon thereafter as practicable.

Section 3.2. Selection of Officers, Prescribing Duties
Fixing Compensation. The mayor and council of the city shall
have the right to elect such municipal officers besides those specified
in this Article, as to them seem necessary and proper therefor when
necessary, by ordinance, and in the same manner prescribing their
duties and fix their compensation.

Section 3.3. Qualifications for Appointive Office. Any
person who has attained the age of eighteen (18) years shall be eligible
tohold any appointive office.

Section 3.4. Oath of Office, Bond. All officers and employees
of said city shall be required to take such oath to properly perform
their duties, and to give bond, payable to the mayor and his successors
in office, for the benefit of the city and for the use and benefit of the
public, to secure and indemnify the city and the public for any loss or
damage by reason of their default, misfeasance, malfeasance, nonfea-
sance or negligence, as the mayor and council may by ordinance
prescribe.
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Section 3.5. Compensation. Each of the officers of the city
shall receive such compensation as the mayor and council may by
resolution or ordinance prescribe; provided, however, that the salaries
of all city officers, when fixed and determined by the mayor and
council in the manner prescribed in this Act, and in the manner
prescribed by the laws and ordinances of the city, shall not be
diminished during the terms of office for which such officers are
elected.

Section 3.6. Duties. In addition to the duties prescribed in this
Article, each of the officers of the city shall perform such other duties
as may be provided by the mayor and council by ordinance.

Section 3.7. Vacancy in Office. In the event of a vacancy
occurring in any of the offices enumerated in this Article, or in any
other office created by the mayor and council, an election to fill the
unexpired term shall be held by the mayor and council within fifteen
(15) days thereafter, or at such other time as the mayor and council
shall designate.

Section 3.8. Suspension by Mayor. Each of the officers

‘ provided for herein shall at all times be subject to suspension for

cause, by the mayor, in his discretion but such suspension shall be
reported within ten (10) days to the council for action on their part,
under the provisions of this charter.

Section 3.9. Suspension, Fine, Removal From Office;
Authority of Mayor and Council. All officers elected by the
mayor and council shall at all times be subject to the jurisdiction of
the council and amenable to its discipline, and said mayor and council
shall have the power to suspend, fine or remove any of said officers by
a majority vote of the whole body, the mayor voting, for any cause
that may seem just and proper, after a fair notice and opportunity to
be heard.

Section 3.10. Duties of City Clerk. (a) Designation as clerk
of council, ex officio clerk. The city clerk shall be the clerical officer of
the council and shall be the keeper of the seal of the city; he shall also
be ex officio clerk of the police court of the city, and attend its
sessions; he shall be ex officio tax collector of said city; and he shall be
ex officio clerk or secretary of any other board of said city created
under the provisions of this charter or that may be created and
established under the laws and ordinances of the city.



GEORGIA LAWS 1982 SESSION 4943

(b) Duties as clerk, ex officio clerk. The duties of the city clerk
as clerk of the council and ex officio clerk of the police court, as ex
officio tax collector, and as ex officio clerk or secretary of any board or
commission of the city, shall be such as are prescribed in this charter
and as shall be prescribed under and by the laws and ordinances of -
the city and by the mayor and council. In addition, the mayor and
council may provide by ordinance that the city clerk perform the
duties as the city treasurer.

Section 3.11. Duties of City Treasurer. In the event the
mayor and council deem it necessary and advisable to provide for and
appoint a city treasurer, it shall be the duty of the city treasurer to
receive and safely keep all monies and funds of the citythat may come
into his hands from every source; to keep separate accounts of same as
may be provided or required under and by the laws and ordinances of
the city; and he shall only pay out said funds in the way and manner
as may be prescribed and provided for by and under the laws and
ordinances of the city. The city treasurer shall also be ex officio tax
receiver of the city, and as such shall receive the returns of property
for taxation in the city at such times and under such rules and
regulations, laws and ordinances as the mayor and council shall
prescribe and enact; and he shall perform any and all further duties as
city treasurer and as city tax receiver as the mayor and council shall
by ordinance prescribe.

Section 3.12. Authority, Duties of City Attorney. (a)
Authority. The city attorney shall be the legal representative of the
city and the legal advisor thereof, and shall represent the city in all
matters in which the city is interested or involved.

(b) Duties. The duties of the city attorney shall be such as are
required by the ordinances and laws of the city and by the direction of
the mayor and council.

(c) Additional counsel. Whenever in the judgment of the mayor
and council it shall be advisable to employ additional counsel to assist
the city attorney, authority to do so is hereby conferred upon the
mayor and council.

Section 3.13. City Tax Assessors. The mayor and council
shall have the authority, should it be deemed necessary and advisable
to appoint a tax assessor or assessors and to prescribe the duties
thereof.
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Section 3.14. Police. (a) Selection. At its first regular meetin;
after qualification, or as soon thereafter as practicable, the mayor anc
council shall elect one (1) chief of police, one (1) assistant chief o:
police and as many additional policemen or detective force as in the
judgment of the said mayor and council may seem proper anc

neceasary.

(b) Term of office. Said officers shall be elected for a term of one
(1) year and until their successors have been appointed and qualified.

(c) Oath of office. Said officers shall take and subscribe suck
oaths as the mayor and council may prescribe.

(d) Bond. Said officers shall give bond with good and sufficient
security to be approved by the mayor and council of the city in such
amount as may be determined upon by the mayor and council for the
faithful performance of their duties and to account for all monies that
may come into their hands as such officers of the city.

(e) Compensation. Said officers shall be paid such compensa-
tion as may be prescribed by the laws and ordinances of the city;
provided, however, that said officers shall receive, in addi*~n to such
salaries as may be fixed and prescribed by the mayor and council,
such fees and commissions as may be prescribed by the laws and
ordinances of the city, and by the mayor and council.

(f) Suspension, removal. The mayor and council of the city shall
have the right at any time, without trial, to suspend or remove any of
said officers for breach of duty, failure to perform his duty, insubordi-
nation, incapacity, conduct unbecoming an officer or a gentleman, for
other good and sufficient cause or reason, to be adjudged by the
mayor and council. The mayor may at any time during a recess of
council suspend any of the said officers for any of the above enumer-
ated reasons for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days, without pay,
and appoint a substitute therefor.

(g) Duties. Said officers shall perform such duties as are pro-
vided for in this Act and as may be prescribed and required of them
by the laws and ordinances of the city and by the mayor and council.
In addition, said officers by virtue of their office shall be and are
hereby constituted ex officio firemen.
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Section 3.15. Fire Department: Establishment, Mainte-
pance. The mayor and council shall have the power and authority, by
ordinance, to create and establish a fire department in said city; to
provide for the personnel therefor and equipment thereof; to pur-
chase any necessary apparatus; and to make any needful rules and
regulations for its proper maintenance.

Section 3.16. Deputies for Principal Officers. The mayor
and council may appoint such deputies as they may see fit. Each
deputy so appointed shall have and may exercise all powers, duties,
functions and authority as shall be vested in the principal officer for
whom he is deputy, including all powers, duties, functions vested in
the principal officer ex officio. All deputies shall serve at the pleasure
of the mayor and council, shall receive such compensation, and shall
givesuch bond as the mayor and council shall provide.

Section 3.17. Restriction Upon Contracts for Personal
Services. No contract shall be made which binds the city to pay for
personal services to be rendered for any stated period of time, but all
appointive officers and employees shall be subject to peremptory
discharge as herein provided.

ARTICLE IV. POWERS OF CITY

Section 4.1. Adoption of Ordinances, Resolations, Gen-
erally. Reading Required. All ordinances and resolutions, before

they shall pass, shall be read at two separate regular or special

rueetings.

(b) Signature, countersignature required. All ordinances and
resolutions shall be signed by the mayor or the officer presiding at the
time of their passage and countersigned by the city clerk.

(c) Content, record of ordinances, existing ordinances preserved.
All ordinances and resolutions shall be in writing and have endorsed
thereon the name of the councilman introducing same and date of its
readings. Such ordinances and resolutions shall be numbered and
filed and properly preserved. There shall be kept by the clerk of
council a regular ordinance and resolution book in which all ordi-
nances and resolutions, after their passage and adoption, shall be
fairly and accurately printed or engrossed, the record of which shall
be signed by the mayor, acting mayor, or the officer presiding at the
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time of the passage of the same, and countersigned by the clerk of
council under the seal of the city; provided, however, that nothing
herein contained shall operate to prevent said mayor and council
from adopting such rules and regulations governing the passage and
adoption of ordinances and resolutions which do not conflict here-
with; provided further, that nothing contained in this and the previ-
ous paragraphs hereof shall affect in any manner any valid existing
ordinance of said city, not in conflict herewith.

Section 4.2. Scope of Police, Legislative Power of City.
The mayor and council of the city shall have the power to enact and
enforce all ordinances necessary to protect health, life and property

and to prevent and summarily abate and remove all nuisances and to

preserve and enforce the goou guvermment, oruer, securrty &g
dignity of the city and its inhabitants; and to enact and enforce
ordinances of any and all subjects, provxded that no ordinance shall
be enacted inconsistent with the provisions of this charter or of the
general laws or Constitution of the State of Georgia.

Section 4.3. Scope of Ordinances, Rules, Bylaws. Author-
ity to carry out and effectuate by ordinance each and every power
granted to the city in this Act is hereby expressly conferred on the
mayor and council of the city.

Section 4.4. Enumeration of Powers not Exclusive. The
enumeration of powers in this charter shall not be held or deemed to
be exclusive, but in addition to the powers enumerated herein,
implied hereby, or appropriated to the exercise thereof, the city shall
have and may exercise all other powers which under the Constitution
and laws of the State of Georgia, it would be competent for this
charter specifically to enumerate, it being the intention hereof that
the powers of the city shall extend to all matters of local and
municipal government.

Section 4.6. Corporate Powers Enumerated. The mayor
and council shall have the following powers:

(a) Acquisition, disposal of property. To acquire property,
within or without the city, in fee simple or lesser interest or estate, by

purchase, gift, devise, appropriation, lease or leases with privilege to

purchase for any municipal purpose, and may sell, lease, hold,
manage, and control such property as specified and provided for;
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(b) Furnishing public services. To furnish all local public ser-
vices as herein specified and provided for;

(¢c) Public utility franchise. To grant local public utility fran-
chises and regulate the exercise thereof;

(d) Taxation. To assess, levy and collect taxes for general and
special purposes on all subjects or objects which the city may lawfully

tax; o

(e) Bonds, notes. To borrow money on the faith and credit of the

~ city by the issue and sale of bonds or notes of the city;

() Approiiiétions. To appropriate the money of the city for all
lawful purposes;

(g) Public works and improvements. To create, provide for,
construct, regulate and maintain all things in the nature of public
works and improvements;

(h) Assessments for local improvements. To levy and collect
assessments for local improvements on property benefited thereby;

(i) Licensing, regulating businesses, trades, etc. To license and
regulate persons, corporations and associations engaged in any busi-
ness, occupation, profession or trade;

() Abatement of nuisances, detrimental conditions. To define,
prohibit, abate, suppress and prevent within the city, and for a
distance of five thousand (5,000) feet outside its limits, all nuisances
and the causes thereof, and all things detrimental to the health,
morals, safety, convenience and welfare of its inhabitants;

(k) Purity of water supply. To make all needful regulations
applicable within and without the city, for securing and preserving
the purity of its water supply;

(1) Preservation of public health. To do all things necessary or
desirable to secure and promote the public health;

(m) Construction, size, use of building. To regulate the con-
struction, reconstruction, material, location, height, maintenance and
occupancy of buildings, signs and signboards and other structures;
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(n) Use of streets, public places. To regulate and control the use,
for whatever purpose, of the streets and other public places of the
city, and to open and close streets;

(o) Offices, departments, personnel. To create, establish, orga-
nize and abolish departments and offices, and fix the salaries and
compensation of all officers and employees;

(p) Police, sanitary, similar regulations. To make and enforce
local police, sanitary and other similar regulations;

(q) Ordinances for benefit of city. To pass such other ordinances
as may be expedient for maintaining and promoting the peace, safety,
good government and welfare of the city and for the performance of
the functions thereof;

(r) Imposition of fines and penalties. To try and punish all
offenses and violations against the laws and ordinances of the city;
and upon conviction to punish offenders as provided in Section 5.7;

(s) Additional powers. To exercise, in addition to the powers
eaumerated in this Section, all powers that are, or hereafter may be,
granted to municipalities by the Constitution or laws of the State of
Georgia; and all the powers of the city, whether expressed or implied,
shall be exercised and enforced in the manner prescribed in this
charter, or when not so prescribed, then in such manner as may be
provided by ordinance or resolution of the council.

Section 4.6. Code of Ordinances, Resolutions, Rules:
Adoption, Modification, Repeal. The mayor and council shall
have the power and authority to adopt, maintain and declare of force
a code of the ordinances, resolutions and rules of said city, which code

- may consist of and contain such ordinances, resolutions and rules now
of force and effect as the council may deem proper to include therein,
or a revision thereof or of entirely new ordinances, resolutions and
rules, and may contain such of either as said mayor and council deem
appropriate to include therein. Said code shall be subject to amend-
ment or repeal, in whole or in part, at any time; provided, however,
that the ordinance adopting a code shall be passed in accordance with
Section 4.1.

Section 4.7. Designation, Abatement of Nuisances. The
mayor and council of the city may by ordinance declare what shall be
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a nuisance, and by ordinance prohibit the same within the city and
outside the city limits for a distance of five thousand (5,000) feet, and
provide for the abatement of same.

Section 4.8. Regulation, Maintenance of Public Health
and Sanitation. The mayor and council of the city shall have the
power and authority to provide for the inspection and regulation of
the sanitary condition of all premises within the city limits; for the
removal of garbage, night soil, refuse and insanitary or offensive
vegetation; to provide for establishing a lien against affected property
for any expenses incurred by the city in enforcing this provision; and
to provide for the making and enforcing of all proper and reasonable
regulations for the health and sanitation of said city and its inhabi-
tants.

Section 4.9. Policing Public Places, Protecting Water
Supply. The mayor and council of the city shall have the power to
police all parks, public grounds, streets, avenues, alleys and other
public places owned by said city, within or without the city limits, to
prohibit the pollution of all sources of water supply of said city; and to
provide for the protection of watersheds.

Section 4.10. Ordinances, Rules and Regulations to Pro-
tect Against Fire. (a) Enactment, scope. The mayor and council
of the city may enact any and all ordinances, rules and regulations
necessary to lay out and prescribe a fire district or fire districts
thereof in the city, and to enlarge, change or modify the limits thereof
from time to time; to prescribe when, how and of what material
buildings and other structures may be erected, repaired or covered,
how walls, chimneys, stove pipes and flues are to be constructed; to
provide for fire escapes in buildings; and generally to do all such
things and to pass such laws and ordinances as the mayor and council
may deem necessary in order to protect said city as far as possible
from dangers from fire and to prevent the spread of fire from one
building structure to another, and for the protection and safety of the

people.

(b) Changing, removing construction. The mayor and council
shall have the authority to order any changes in the construction or
arrangement of buildings and other structures, chimneys, stove pipes
or flues, and to order the removal thereof when in their judgment the
same are dangerous or likely to become 80, and to make the owner of
the affected premises pay expense of such change or removal, which
expense may be collected as taxes are collected.
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(c) Removal, alteration of building. If any person, firm or
corporation shall erect or maintain any building or other structure
that is not in accordance with the laws and ordinances of the city, the
mayor and council may order such person, firm or corporation to
remove or alter the same within the time limit specified therefor, and
if such person, firm or corporation shall not remove or alter such
building or other structure after such notice to do so is given, then
said mayor and council shall have authority to remove or alter the
same at the expense of the owner, which expense may be collected as
taxes are collected.

. Section 4.11. Authority to Regulate Building, Repairing,

‘emoving of Buildings, Other Structures. (a) Scope of
authority. The mayor and council of the city shall have full power and
authority to regulate the building or the repairing of any buildings or
other structures within the corporate limits of said city or the removal
thereof; to require persons desiring to build, repair or remove build-
ings or other structures in said city to first obtain a permit from the
mayor and council or from such officer as shall be authorized to grant
the same before erecting, repairing or removing same; to refuse to
allow buildings or other structures to be erected, repaired or removed
in said city when satisfied that said buildings or other structures or
additions thereto, or repair thereof, or removal of the same, will be
manifestly against the best interest of the city or will endanger the
gafety or health of the citizens or be likely to become a nuisance and
offensive to the property owners or residents of said city; to require
applications for permits to be made and to prescribe how theyshall be
made, what they shall contain, and with whom they shall be filed; and
to provide for the removal, at the expense of the owners thereof, of
buildings or other structures erected, repaired or removed in violation
of such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by such mayor and
council for the building, repairing or removing of buildings or other
structures in said city.

(b) Inspections. The mayor and council shall have the power
and authority to provide for the inspection of the construction of all
buildings and other structures in respect to proper electrical wiring,
piping for gas, flues, chimneys, plumbing and sewer connections; and
to enforce proper regulations in regard therzto.

(c) Ordinances to implement Section: The mayor and council of
said city are hereby authorized and empowered to enact all ordi-
nances to accomplish the provisions of this Section, and to provide a
penalty for the violation of such ordinances.
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Section 4.12. Regulating Safety of Builriings and Other
sStructures. The mayor and council shall have the power and
authority to enact and enforce all ordinances and resolutions neces-
sary to regulate the safety of all buildings and other structures.

Section 4.13. Exits, Fire Escapes: Construction and
Sufficiency. The mayor and council shall have the power and
authority to require the construction of fire escapes, and to determine
the sufficiency and regulate the safety of all exits and fire escapes
provided on buildings of every kind and character.

Section 4.14. Authority to Grant Franchise, Permits,
Easements and Rights-of-Way. (a) Scope of Authority. The
mayor and council of the city shall have the power and authority to
grant franchises, permits, easements, and rights-of-way in, on, under
and over the streets, alleys, lanes, squares, sidewalks, parks, and other
property of said city, upon such terms, conditions, reservations,
restrictions and limitations and for such compensation as the mayor
and council may fix and prescribe.

(b) Application, notice, granting. The mayor and council shall
have the power and authority by ordinance to prescribe the method of
making application for any such franchise, easement, permit and
right-of-way; what said application shall contain; to provide for notice
of such application to be published; to provide when such franchise,
permit, easement or right-of-way, if granted, shall become operative;
and generally to prescribe such rules and regulations in respect to
applications for same, the filing, publication of notice, and the
granting of same as the mayor and council may deem necessary or
advisable.

(c) Ordinances to implement Section. The mayor and council
shall have the right and power to pass such ordinances as may be
necessary to accomplish the provisions of this Section and to pre-
scribe penalties for the violation of said ordinances.

Section 4.15. Erection of Structure in Street, Sidewalk,
Public Place. The mayor and council shall have full power and
authority to grant to any person, firm or corporation the right to erect
or maintain a structure or obstruction in a public street, sidewalk or
other public place, upon such terms and conditions and subject to
such restrictions as the mayor and council shall deem appropriate.
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Section 4.16. Control of City Parks and Playgrounds.
The mayor and council of the city shall have exclusive control over all
city parks and playgrounds, and the power and authority to control,
regulate and remove all obstructions and prevent all encroachments
thereupon; and to provide for raising, grading, filling, terracing,
landscape gardening, erecting buildings, and providing amusements
therein, and for establishing walks and paving driveways around, in
and through said parks, playgrounds and other public grounds.

Section 4.17. Regulation of Streets, Avenues, Alleys,
Obstruction Thereof. The city shall have the power to control,
regulate and remove all obstructions, encroachments and encum-
brances on any public street, avenue, alley or other public place, and
to regulate and control the moving of buildings and structures of any
kind or character upon and along the same.

Section 4.18. Condemnation of Property for Streets,
Sidewalks, Public Places. (a) Scope of authority. The mayor
and council of the city shall have full power and authority to condemn
property for the purpose of laying out and opening new streets,
sidewalks, alleys, squares and parks in the city, and for the purpose of
widening, straightening, grading or in any way changing the streets,
lanes and sidewalks of the city.

(b) Exercise of power. Whenever the said mayor and council
shall desire to exercise the power and authority to condemn property
as granted and conferred herein, said power and authority shall be
exercised, whether the land sought to be condemned is in the hands of
the owner or a trustee, executor, administrator, guardian or agent,
under the same terms and conditions as provided for in the general
laws of this State with reference to the condemnation of private
property for public use.

Section 4.19. Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places—
Opening, Widening, Changing, Closing. (a) Scope of authority.
The mayor and council of the city shall have the absolute, full and
complete control and supervision of the streets, sidewalks, alleys,
lanes, parks, squares and other public places of the city, and shall
have full power and authority to open, lay out, close, narrow, widen,
straighten, grace or otherwise change the streets, sidewalks, alleys,
lanes, parks, an,] squares of said city; and shall have the power to lay
out, grade, vacate, close up, curb and pave the roads, streets, bridges,
alleys, sidewalks, crosswalks, croes drains, drains and gutters or any of
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them for public use or to lay wires, lines or pipes, throughout the
streets, squares, lanes, alleys, parks and public places of said city,
upon such terms and conditions as the mayor and council may by
ordinance provide.

(b) Assessment of cost. The mayor and council may assess not
more than two-thirds (2/3) of the entire cost of any or all of the
improvements or work described in Subsection (a) against the abut-
ting property and the owners thereof, according to the proportion
that such abutting property bears two-thirds (2/3) of the cost of such
improvements or work and also to provide for the enforcement and
collection of such assessments against the abutting property and
owners thereof, including railroads thereon, by execution issued
against such property and such owners.

(c) Equalizing assessments. The mayor and council shall have
full power and authority to adopt by ordinance such system of
equalizing assessments on real estate for the purpose stated above, as
may be just and proper, estimating the total cost of each such
improvement made, and prorating the cost thereof, or such part as is
to be borne by the abutting property and the owners thereof, on the
abutting real estate, and the owners thereof, according to the propor-
tion such abutting real estate bears to two-thirds (2/3) of the cost of
such improvements or work on or along such street, sidewalk, avenue,
alley, lane or other public place, or according to the area or value of
said real estate, any or all, as may be determined by ordinance.

(d) Lien of assessment. The amount of the asseasment on each
piece of real estate shall be a lien on such real estate against the owner
thereof, from the date of the passage of the ordinance providing for
theimprovement of work and making assessment.

(e) Collection of assessment. The mayor and council shall have
full powerand authority to enforce the collection of any assessment 8o
made for such work or improvement, as aforesaid, by execution issued
by the city clerk against the real estate so assessed and the owner
thereof for the amount thus assessed; which execution may be levied
by the chief of police of the city on such real estate or other property
owned by the owner thereof, without such levy being open to the
charge of belng an excessive levy, and after advertising and other
proceedings, as in case of tax sales under existing ordinances, or such
as may hereafter be made applicable to the subject, said property
shal] be sold in the same manner and shall be subject to all the rights
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of purchase by the city and redemption by the owners as is now
provided for tax sales by said city; provided, that all advertisements
may be made in the official organ of said city.

(f) Contest of assessment. To any execution issued under the
provisions of this Section the defendant shall have the right to file an
affidavit of illegality to common law judgments under the practice of
the Superior Courts of the State, denying that the whole or any part
of the amount for which such execution issued is due, and the reason
why the same is not due, but any amount admitted to be due shall be
paid before the affidavit of illegality is received, and said affidavit
shall be received for the balance, and said affidavit so received shall
be returned for trial to the Superior Court of Pike County, Georgia,
and there tried and the issues determined as in other cases of
illegality, subject to all the pains and penalties provided for in cases of
illegalities filed for delay only.

(g) Priority of assessment. The lien of such assessments and the
executions issued thereon on abutting property, including that of
railroads and railways, and the owners thereof, for any such improve-
ment contemplated and provided for by this Section shall have rank
and priority of payment next in point of dignity to liens for taxes, as
provided by the Constitution and laws of the State of Georgia, and of
the United States, and shall have priority over all other executions
and judgments and liens, such liens to date from the passage of the
ordinance authorizing the execution of the work or improvement in
each case.

(h) Application to maintenance, repair. The mayor and council
shall have full power and authority to prescribe by ordinance such
rules as they may in their discretion deem necessary and proper, to
grade, pave, curb, macadamize, repair, drain or lay sewerage along or
upon or otherwise improve any or all of the streets, avenues, alleys,
lanes, sidewalks, or other public places in said city, and assess not
more than two-thirds (2/3) of the cost or expenses against abutting
property, and the owners thereof, and enforce by execution the
collection thereof against the abutting property and the owners
thereof, and to prescribe by ordinance such notices to the abutting
propertyowners as said mayor and council may see fit and proper.

(i) Publication required. One (1) publication of such ordinance,
or ordinances, for any of the work and improvements contemplated
by this Section, in the newspaper designated as the official organ for
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said city shall be sufficient notice to the abutting property owner or
the owners of any railroad or railway having property or tracks
abutting on such streets, sidewalks, avenues, lanes, alleys, or other
public places in said city, of the contents and provisions of such
ordinance or ordinances, and of the fact that such improvements are
to be made.

() Service of notices. Any other notice or notices deemed
necessary or desirable to be made on abutting property owners by
said city may be made in person or by leaving at the residence of the
person to be notified if a resident of said city, but if such person is not
a resident of said city then such notice may be served by publishing it
for such time as may be prescribed by ordinance, and such publi-
cation in the official organ of said city shall be sufficient; provided
further, that if said abutting property is owned by a partnership or by
tenants in common, notice to any one of such owners shall be deemed
sufficient, and if such real estate is owned by a minor or other person
laboring under legal disability, notice to such minor or person
laboring under legal disability and his guardian, if any, shall be
deemed sufficient service of such notice; if such minor or person
laboring under legal disability be a nonresident or absent from the
city for more than ten (10) days, service may be made by publication
as hereinbefore provided.

{k) Issuance of negotiable certificates. In addition to the author-
ity hereby vested in the mayor and council of said city to issue
executions for such improvements as are herein provided, covering
the assessments in question, the said mayor and council shall have
authority to issue paving, curbing, macadamizing, grading, draining,
or sewerage certificates, one or all, in the name of the city, in behalf of
or payable to the contractor or other person, corporation or concern,
which certificates shall be made negotiable, shall be issued in such
denominations and payable at such time or times, either for one (1)
year or more than one (1) year, in the discretion of the mayor and
council, and shall bear such legal rate of interest as may be fixed by
council, interest to be payable annually or semi-annually, and the
principal and interest to be paid at such place or places as may be
fixed by said mayor and council; said certificates to be based upon the
executions issued against the abutting property and the owners
thereof for such street or sidewalk improvements aforesaid.

(1) Negotiation of certificates. The mayor and council shall have
authority to negotiate such certificates when issued to contractors for
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such improvements or parties furnishing material therefor, in settle-
ment of such paving improvement provided herein, or for labor or
material, or to negotiate them to banks, trust companies, or other
persons or parties having money to lend, and thereby obtain the
money to pay for such street or sidewalk improvement.

(m) Payment of certificates. The mayor and council shall have
the authority to collect assessments for such street or sidewalk
improvement under such execution as may be issued by authority of
said city, and use the money to pay for such improvement certificates
thus issued, and to prescribe the terms, the rate of interest and the
time and place of payment of such executions and of such improve-
ment certificates.

(n) Additional powers. The city, through its mayor and council,
shall have all other necessary authority to accomplish such street or
sidewalk improvements, in a manner to be provided by proper
ordinance or ordinances to be adopted by said city.

Section 4.20. Same—Maintenance, Drainage, Repair.
(a) Scope of authority. The mayor and council of the city shall have
full power and authority to pass all laws and ordinances necessary for
the drainage and proper maintenance and care of the streets, alleys,
sidewalks and other public places of said city; to provide for the
paving, grading, macadamizing, curbing, or otherwise improving, for
travel or drainage, the same or any part thereof; or to regrade, repave,
recurb, remacadamize, or repair in any way the pavement, curbing,
grade or drainage of the same, as provided in Section 4.18, whenever
in the judgment of the said mayor and council, the same becomes
necessary or advisable.

(b) Manner of payment. The said mayor and council shall have
the right and authority to provide, by ordinance, how said paving,
grading, macadamizing or repairing, maintenance and care of the
same shall be paid, whether by the city or whether by the adjacent
landowners or by both, as provided in Section 4.18.

Section 4.21. Right-of-Way of Railroad, Maintenance,
Repair. The mayor and council shall have full power and authority
to enact all laws and ordinances to require any railroad company
having or which may hereafter have tracks running in, along, across or
through the streets, alleys or public ways of said city, which have been
improved, to macadamize or otherwise pave and improve as the
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mayor an'| council may direct, the width of their tracks, and two (2)
feet on each side thereof, and to require 8aid companies to repair or
repave their aforesaid portions as the mayor and council may direct;
and the mayor and council shall have the power and authority to
enforce the provisions of this Section by appropriate ordinances.

Section 4.22. Construction, Paving, Repair of Streets,
Pavements by Abutting Owners. (a) Authority of city to
require work. The mayor and council of the city shall have full and
complete power and right to direct the mode, manner and style in
which all street crossings, sidewalks, and pavements shall be con-
structed, paved, or unpaved, by the abutting property owners, and in
case of failure or refusal of any property owner, after ten (10) days’
notice to comply with the ordinance of said city in reference to the
construction, paving or repainng of the sidewalks, pavements or
street crossings, the mayor and council of said city are hereby
authorized and empowered to prescribe that said owners be fined in a
sum not exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and to collect

the same by execution.

(b) City may do work. The mayor and council may also direct
their officers or employees to carry out and execute the provisions of
said ordinance in reference to sidewalks, pavements and street cross-
ings at the expense of the owner 8o refusing or failing to comply with
said ordinance.

(c) Ezxecution for expenses. The mayor and council shall be
empowered to issue execution for said bill of expense against said
owner, and to levy and collect the same, as in cases of execution for
taxes.

Section 4.23. Supervision, Regulation of Public Work.
The mayor and council may prescribe by ordinance or resolution any
and all public work to be performed in the city and the method of
doing the same, and shall have charge of the performance of all such
public work.

Section 4.24. Fixing Manner of Executing Public Work
or Improvement. Any public work or improvement may be exe-
cuted either by contract or by direct labor, as may be determined by
the mayor and council. Before authorizing the execution by any city
department of any work or improvement, detailed plans and esti-
mates thereof shall be submitted to the mayor and council by said
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department, and there shall be separate accounting as to each work or
improvement 8o executed.

Section 4.25. Water Systems, Sanitary Sewer System:
Establishment, Maintenance, Use. (a) Authority. The mayor
and council of the city shall have power and authority to provide for a
water system and for a sanitary sewer system and for the maintenance
thereof; to require property owners to make connection from their
premises to such system or systems; to provide for fixing a lien against
the premises of any property owner who fails or refuses to make such
connections; to charge the cost against the said owner and make it a
personal liability; and to fix penalties for failure to make such
connections.

(b) Places to be filled in. The mayor and council of said city
shall have power and authority to require all surface wells, dry wells
or similar places to be filled in at the expense of the owner, and should
the owner fail or refuse to fill the same within a reasonable time as the
mayor and council may direct, the same shall be done by the city, and
the expense thereof shall be collected from the owner in the same
manner as taxes are collected.

(c) Ordinances to implement Section. The mayor and council
are hereby authorized and empowered to enact such ordinances as
may be necessary to fully accomplish the provisions of this Section.

Section 4.26. Authority to Extend Water, Sewerage
System: Assessment of Cost. (a) The mayor and council shall
have power to extend the water system and the sewer system at such
time as the same shall be established, to any portion of the city within
the corporate limits of said city, provided that two-thirds (2/3) of the
cost of said extension is paid by the owners of the property to which -
said extension is made; and to extend said systems, or either of them,
to any place beyond the corporate limits deemed feasible by the
mayor and council. The mayor and council shall have power to
provide for such extension by proper ordinance, including provisions
that all cutoffs therefor be installed by the owners of the property
served.

(b) The exercise of this provision shall be option:J, however,
with said owners and shall in no way affect the right of the mayor and
council to extend the water system and the sewerage system when the
same shall have been established, by the expenditure of funds from
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the treasury, but where there are no such funds they may comply with
this provision at the instance of owners who desire such services
under this provision.

Section 4.27. Water, Sewerage, Electric and Natural
Gas Systems: Maintenance, Repair, Extension. (a) Authority
of city. The mayor and council of the city shall have the power and
authority to establish, maintain, equip, repair, extend, enlarge, and in
any way improve the present system of waterworks in the city, for the
purpose of supplying its inhabitants and the city and consumers,
generally, with water; and the mayor and council shall have the power
to do any and all things necessary for such purpose, to contract with
any person or persons, firms or corporations, for the purchase of land
or premises to be used in connection therewith, whether within or
without the city, and to contract for the purchase of easements over
lands and premises to be used in connection therewith, whether the
lands and premises over which easements are desired are within or
without the limits of said city, and if necessary for any or all of such
purposes to condemn the same as hereinafter provided.

(b) Purchases, construction. Said mayor and council in the
name of the city shall have full power and authority to make pur-
chases of plants, machinery and any and all articles and things that
may be necessary or advisable for the proper equipment of said plants
and for the purpose of properly repairing and maintaining the same,
or for the purpose of extending, enlarging, or in any way improving
said plant; to build and erect structures, build, shape and furnish the
same with machinery, tools and equipment that may be necessary or
expedient in the care and maintenance of said plants, and generally to
have the power and authority to do any and all things necessary or
expedient to the upkeep, care, maintenance and improvements of
said plants, or the extension or enlargement thereof. The right to
repair and maintain said plants, and to purchase such articles and
things for such purposes, shall be exercised by the mayor and council.

(c) Application to new systems. The mayor and council of the
city shall have the full power and authority to establish and maintain
new systems of waterworks, electricity, sewerage, natural gas, or any
of them, whenever it may be necessary or advisable for the purpose of
furnishing and supplying its inhabitants, and the city and consumers
generally with water, sewerage, electric lights and natural gas, or any
of them, and when such power and authority is exercised, the said
mayor and council shall have the same rights, powers and privileges
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and shall be subject to the same duties and responsibilities for the
erection, equipment, care, maintenance, repainng and improvement
thereof, and the making and enforcement of contracts for the furnish-
ing of services from such systems, or any of them, to the inhabitants of
said city and nonresidents thereof, together with the right to acquire,
own, possess and condemn lands and premises for such purposes,
whether within or without the limits of said city, as are herein
conferred upon and granted said mayor and council respecting the
present system owned and operated by the city; provided, however,
that the provisions hereof shall be subordinate to the provisions of
existing franchises for such services.

Section 4.28. Furnishing Water, Sewerage, Electrical,
Gas Services. (a) Contracts authorized. The mayor and council in
the name of the city shall have the rnight and authority to make
contracts with the inhabitants of the city, and to consumers generally,
whether residents of said city or residents without the limits thereof,
for the furnishing of water, and for the furnishing of electric lights
and power, sewerage, natural gas or any of them, in the event such
systems are hereafter acquired, operated and maintained, at such
rates and under such rules and regulations as the mayor and council
may provide.

" (b) Fixing rates and chargeé. The mayor and council shall have
power and authority to fix all rates and charges made for any such
publicservice owned and operated for and by the city.

Section 4.29. Franchises for Water,Electric,Sewer,Gas
Services. (a) Authority of city. The mayor and council shall have
full power and authority to grant franchises over its streets and other
public property to any persons, firms or corporations for the furnish-
ing of water, electric lights and power, sewerage, natural gas, or any of
them, to the city and its inhabitants and to make such contracts with
such persons, firms or corporations for such services as the mayor and
council may deem proper.

(b) Enactment of appropriate legislation. The mayor and coun-
cil of the city are hereby authorized and empowered to enact all laws,
ordinances, rules and regulations neceasary to carry out and accom-
plish the purposes of this Section; provided, however, that no provi-
sion of an existing franchise shall be impaired.
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Section 4.30. Condemniition of Property for Water,
Electric, Sewerage, Gas Services. (a) Authority of city. The
mayor and council, in the name of the city, shall have full power and
authority to condemn any lands or premises, within or without the
city, for the purposes of establishing and maintaining water work
systems, sewerage systems, drainage systems, natural gas systems and
electrical distributing systems, or any of them, for said city, or for the
purpose of maintaining, extending, enlarging or improving said sys-
tems, or any of them, and for either or all of said purposes.

(b) Regulation of proceedings. Whenever the right to condemn
lands and premises herein granted is exercised, all proceedings in
respect thereto shall be under the same terms and conditions as
provided for in the general laws of this State with reference to the
condemnation of private property for public use.

Section 4.31. Sale of Electrical, Water or Gas Plant and/
or System. (a) Authority. The mayor and council of the city are
bereby authorized and empowered by ordinance to contract to sell
and sell upon such terms and conditions as they may determine, any
water or other plant or system owned by the city, including distribu-
tion lines and all equipment, apparatus and property whatsoever,
both real and personal, connected therewith and used as a part
thereof, belonging to the city, and to cease operation of such system or
systems, and to convey good and clear title thereto by deed of the city
executed by its mayor.

(b) Election required. Atsuch time and place as shall be fixed by
the mayor and council of the city there shall be an election in said city
by the duly qualified voters thereof, to authorize the selling of the
system or systems, distribution lines and equipment, apparatus and
property whatsoever belonging to said city, as the same then exists,
said election to be held and determined as provided by said mayor
and council of said city, in which election ballots shall be furnished
setting forth the question whether such sale shall be consummated.

(c) Effect of election. If a majority of the legal voters of said city
cast their votes in favor of selling said plant and its equipment, then
the mayor and council of said city shall be authorized to sell the same.
If a majority of legal voters of said city cast their votes against the
selling of the same, then the mayor and council shall be without power
and authority to sell said plant and equipment.
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(d) Notice of election. No election shall be held without first
advertising the same in some newspaper published in said city once a
week for four (4) weeks prior to the time of holding said election.

(e) Qualifications of voters. The qualifications of voters shall be
the same as are required of voters in elections held in said city for
mayor and councilmen.

Section 4.32. Bond Issues for Debts, Public Improve-
ments. The city may issue bonds for the payment of its debts or for
public improvements, but such bonds shall be issued only in accord-
ance with and under the provisions of the laws of Georgia.

Section 4.33. Levy of Ad Valorem Tax for General City
Purposes. (a) Amount, scope of tax. The mayor and council shall
have power and authority to levy and collect a tax annually, for
general city purposes, upon all and every species of property, both
real and personal, within the limits of the city, including bonds, notes,
debts, choses in action, moneys employed in banking and otherwise,
and to enforce the collection of same by execution, levy and sale as the
mayor and council shall provide.

(b) Due date, collection. The mayor and council shall have
power and authority to provide by ordinance when such taxes of said
city shall be due, in what length of time said taxes shall be paid, when
tax executions shall issue against defaulters, and to fix a penalty for
the nonpayment of taxes when due.

Section 4.34. Authority to Assess, Levy and Collect Ad
Valorem Tax for Bond Purposes. (a) Scope of authority. The
mayor and council of the city shall be and are hereby authorized and
empowered to annually assess, levy and collect, in addition to all
other taxes authorized to be levied under this charter, a tax on all the
property, both real and personal, in the corporate limits of said city in
such sums as they may deem right, proper and neceasary for the
specific purpose of paying the interest on all bonds outstanding, or
which are issued under the provisions of this charter, and also to
create a sinking fund sufficient to redeem and pay off all bonds
outstanding or which are issued under the provisions of this charter,
at their maturity.

(b) Use of funds. All taxes 8o assessed, levied and collected shall
be kept separate and distinct from all other taxes and shall be used
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solely for the payment of the interest on all bonds as it accrues and for
the creation and accumulation of a sinking fund for the payment of
the principal of all bonds outstanding against the said city or which
are issued under this charter.

(c) Due date, collection. The mayor and council shall have
power and authority to provide by ordinance when such tax shall be
due, in what length of time such tax shall be paid, when tax executions
shall 1ssue against defaulters, and to fix a penalty for the nonpayment
of such taxes when due.

Section 4.35. Authority to Assess, Levy and Collect Ad
Valorem Tax to Assist Development Authority. (a) Scope of
authority. The mayor and council shall have power and authority
annually to assess, levy and collect a tax not exceeding one (1) mill
upon each dollar of assessed valuation, upon all and every species of
property, both real and personal, in order to assist in defraying the
cost of operation of a development authority should one be hereafter
created for the benefit of the city by making appropriations thereto.

(b) Due date, collection. The mayor and council shall have
power and authority to provide by ordinance when such tax shall be
due, in what length of time said tax shall be paid, when tax executions
shall issue against defaulters, and to fix a penalty for the nonpayment
of such taxes when due.

Section 4.36. Authority to Assess, Levy and Collect
Garbage and Sanitation Tax. (a) Scope of authority. The mayor
and council shall have the power to assess, levy and collect an annual
tax in an amount necessary to defray the cost of garbage collection
service, upon each and every city lot occupied by a resident, and upon
each store or other place of business in said city. Vacant lots shall not
be assessed.

(b) Prerequisities. Before the imposition of such tax, the city
shall establish a city garbage collection system and operate it at all
times for the collection of all refuse and garbage from all lots so taxed
for sanitary purposes, which said city is authorized to do by ordi-
nance.

(c) Use of funds. The funds arising from this tax must be used
for the purpose of city sanitation and for no other purpose.
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Section 4.37. Returns of Property for Taxation: Deter-
mination of Due Dates. In the event the same shall become
necessary, the mayor and council of the city shall have the power to
provide by ordinance for the return of all real and personal property
for taxation, to provide for compelling such return, and to provide
penalties for failure to do so, to double tax defaulters, after due notice
and hearing to be prescribed by the mayor and council, for the current
or any previous years, not in conflict with any limitation prescribed
by the laws of Georgia; and to prescribe the time or times at which
gaid returns are due.

Section 4.38. Executions for Taxes, Licenses, Other
Demands. (a) Issuance, contents, procedure thereunder. Execu-
tions for any and all taxes or licenses, or demands of any sort due the
city or its corporate authorities by any person, firm or corporation, or
against any property subject thereto, shall be issued by the clerk, be
signed by him, bear teste in the name of the mayor, and be directed to
the chief of police of said city and his deputies and to all and singular
the sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and constables of this State, commanding
them that of any property belonging to the defendant against whom
said e